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SOUTH AFRICAN RADIO LEAGUE 
SARL NEWS SUNDAY 16 DECEMBER 2001 


This is Amateur Radio Station ZS6SRL of the South African Radio League, 
the National society for Amateur Radio in South Africa, with its weekly 
news bulletin. This bulletin is also available on the website of the SARL at 
www.sarl.org.za and packet bulletin boards. 


Here are the headlines of today’s news: 


NOMINATIONS INVITED FOR THE TINUS LANGE 7066 TECHNICAL EX- 
ELLENCE AWARDS 


NEWFOUNDLAND STUDENTS HONOR MARCONI ANNIVERSARY 
WITH ISS CONTACT 


MORE MARCONI CENTENARY RELATED EVENTS 
HAM-SAILOR COMPLETES “THE BIG ROUND TRIP” 


EMP SHIELDING PROPOSAL COULD INCLUDE AMATEUR RADIO 
GEAR 


AMATEURS RESTORE CITY’S POLICE, FIRE DISPATCHING 
SSTV EXPERIMENTS 

PROPAGATION CONDITIONS 

You are listening to ZS6SRL. The news follows in detail. 


NOMINATIONS INVITED FOR THE TINUS LANGE 7066 TECHNICAL EX- 
ELLENCE AWARDS 


Nominations are invited for the Tinus Lange 7066 Junior and Senior Technical 
Awards. The closing date for submission of nominations is 31 January 2002 so 
there is enough time left to think who really deserve these prestigeous awards, 
but, do not delay, get going now. 


Full details were given in the previous two bulletins. If you perhaps do not 
have it to hand, you may request it from gth@freemail.absa.co.za and it will be 
supplied with pleasure 


Nominations must be addressed to: SARL Tinus Lange Awards, P O Box 1721, 
Strubensvallei, 1735. 


NEWFOUNDLAND STUDENTS HONOR MARCONI ANNIVERSARY 
WITH ISS CONTACT 


One hundred years ago in Newfoundland, Guglielmo Marconi used a kite to 
hoist his receiving antenna aloft to hear the first radio signal to ever span the 
Atlantic-the simple Morse letter “S.” Marconi likely would have been blown 
away with astonishment if he could have seen youngsters—on the centennial of 
his epochal accomplishment-sitting where he once sat and carrying on a radio 
conversation with someone in an orbiting space vehicle. 


The successful December 12 Amateur Radio on the International Space Station 
(ARISS) contact between special event station VO1S on Signal Hill, Newfound- 
land, and astronaut Frank Culbertson, KD50PQ, operating NA1SS in space 
was just one of the events to celebrate Marconi’s transatlantic reception in 1901. 
During the contact, 10 students got to quiz Culbertson about life in space. The 
ninth-graders were winners of a crystal-set building competition associated with 
the centennial observance. 


“The question that seemed to get the most response from the audience was from 
Chris Mong, age 13, who asked ‘If you sneeze on the space station, does the 
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force of the sneeze propel you backwards?’ ”Frank said ‘it can” 


The Signal Hill team battled high winds—gusting at 110 km per hour—and even 
some snow to erect the antennas necessary for the contact. 


MARCONI CENTENARY RELATED EVENTS 


Saturday, the 8th of December, Marconi’s daughter, Princess Elettra, sent a 
greetings message to Newfoundland from the RSGB’s GB4FUN mobile amateur 
radio demonstration vehicle. Princess Elettra sent the message while on a visit 
to Chelmsford, as part of that city’s centenary celebration of the first trans- 
Atlantic radio transmission. After sending the message on the 20-metre band, 
she spent some time at the GB4FUN vehicle signing copies of a new book about 
her father 


Many special event stations from both sides of the Atlantic were on the air for 
the actual anniversary on the 12th, and some of these are still active now: 


GB100MC is being operated from three different locations around Leicester until 
the end of this month. 


In Italy, Marconi’s country of birth, IU0M, TY4FGM, IR7GM and II3GM are 
all active throughout December. 


On the other side of the Atlantic, the Society of Newfoundland Radio Amateurs 
are operating with the special callsign VO1S during the whole of December. 


And in the USA, today, Sunday the 16th of December, is the final day of activity 
for the Marconi Radio Club and Falmouth Amateur Radio Association’s special 
event station W1AA/CC, located at Marconi’s 1903 trans-Atlantic radio station 
at Cape Cod, Massachusetts. 


HAM-SAILOR COMPLETES “THE BIG ROUND TRIP” 


David Clark, KB6TAM-the oldest person to sail solo around the world—arrived 
back in Fort Lauderdale, Florida, December 7 to a huge welcome. He’d been on 
the high seas for two years. Clark, 77, was in high spirits and glad to be back 
on solid ground. 


Although Clark technically had completed his circumnavigation when he arrived 
back in the Bahamas in November, he had said he would not consider his journey 
complete until he’d returned to the port from which he’d departed two years 
earlier. 


Clark almost lost his life a year ago when his original sailboat, the Mollie Milar, 
sank off the coast of South Africa. Clark used Amateur Radio throughout his 
two-year odyssey to keep in touch with his family. Having the radio aboard also 
may have saved his life. When his boat began sinking off South Africa, Clark 
put out a distress call on ham radio that was relayed to maritime authorities. 
The crew of a commercial vessel plucked him out of the water to safety. Clark 
bought another sailboat a smaller one that he named Mickey after his canine 
sailing companion was lost in the rescue effort—and he resumed his quest in April 
2001. 


Thus there is a happy ending to a wonderful adventure with assistance through 
communication and also financially from radio amateurs along Clark s way. 


EMP SHIELDING PROPOSAL COULD INCLUDE AMATEUR RADIO 
GEAR 


A petition recently put on public notice by the FCC would require that all elec- 
tronic equipment subject to the Commission’s jurisdiction be shielded against 
electromagnetic pulse (EMP) damage. The proposal, as drafted, would apply to 
both new and existing equipment that falls within its scope. If the petitioners 
have their way, that would include Amateur Radio equipment. 


EMP-a high-voltage wave of electromagnetic energy—already is known to be a 
side effect of a thermonuclear explosion. But petitioners Don Schellhardt and 
Nick Leggett, N3NL, claim that terrorists could initiate an EMP using other 
technology-so- called “E bombs”-developed by the US military but, as yet, 
untested on a major scale. 


The petitioners propose phasing in rules to require shielding or “hardening”— 
to a basic performance standard that would permit “effective, uninterrupted 
functioning” of covered equipment following an EMP of 100 000 V per meter. 
They say that’s twice the estimated EMP from a single high-altitude nuclear 
explosion. Schellhardt and Leggett say the best defense against EMP is copper 
shielding. 


Leggett said “We would both very much like to see constructive progress in 
the protection of amateur radio equipment from EMP events and attacks. How 
much emergency communication is amateur radio going to provide if the radio 
sets are disabled by intense EM pulses? Our opinion is that amateur radio 
earns its frequencies by its significant emergency communications and technical 


self-training activities. EMP shielding fits naturally into this public service 
orientation.” 


The ARRL has not commented on the Schellhardt-Leggett proposal. 


This a situation to take note of and watch future developments but how can an 
antenna be shielded and at the same time be kept functional? 


AMATEURS RESTORE CITY’S POLICE, FIRE DISPATCHING 


Volunteers from the Tulsa Amateur Radio Club helped to restore police and fire 
dispatching service in Collinsville, Oklahoma, USA, after flames destroyed the 
city’s radio gear and disrupted 911 service December 1. 


Area amateurs alerted to the devastating fire quickly responded to help. The 
amateurs reprogrammed the club’s portable repeater system, which had been 
built using commercial radio equipment converted for amateur use, for the police 
and fire departments to use as an emergency dispatch radio. By 9 o’clock that 
evening all systems were totally operational and police and fire dispatching was 
being handled though the club’s loaned radio equipment. 


The Tulsa Amateur Radio Club is the oldest ham radio club in the state of 
Oklahoma and its members are active in public service. (News item from Mark 
Conklin, N7XYO/TARC via the ARRL website). 


This occurance yet again underlines what important function amateur radio 
fulfils for the public and why amateur radio is classified as a service. 


SSTV EXPERIMENTS 


On Friday evenings from 19:00 SAST onwards a number of SST'V enthusiasts in 
and around Pretoria get together on the Magalies Radio Amateur Club repeater, 
on 145,750 MHz, to experiment with SSTV transmission and reception. This 
is an invitation to interested amateurs to come and participate. To find out 
how to become active on this mode, come and ask your questions in between 
transmissions and you will be given the necessary advice. You are most welcome 
to join the team and enjoy this fun part of the hobby with them. 


CLOSING OF THE SARL OFFICE 


Please be advised that the SARL office at the National Amateur Radio Centre 
will be closed during the festive season from the 14 December 2001 until Tuesday 
the 8th January 2002. 


PROPAGATION CONDITIONS 
Propagation prognosticator Tad Cook, K7VVV, Seattle, Washington, reports: 


This has been another relatively quiet week with little in the way of geomagnetic 
upset. Planetary A indices were in the single digits through Tuesday. On 
Wednesday the planetary K index went to five, which is quite high, but then 
quieted back down. 


A powerful solar flare erupted Tuesday, but the resulting coronal mass ejection 
is not Earth-directed. It could cause an upset starting Friday, so the predicted 
planetary A index for Friday through Monday is 15, 20, 25 and 10. 


Average sunspot numbers dropped this week by more than 16 points, and average 
solar flux was down by almost 3 points. Solar flux is expected to decline, with 
Friday through Monday values around 220, 220, 210 and 200, and it should 
reach a short term minimum around December 22-23. 


Sunspot numbers for December 6 through 12 were 226, 200, 218, 225, 224, 154 
and 183, with a mean of 204,3. The 10,7-cm flux was 246,7, 225,9, 220,5, 224,2, 
219, 220,6 and 236,7, with a mean of 227,7. Estimated planetary A indices were 
8, 5, 5, 3, 4, 4 and 12 with a mean of 5,9. 


The SARL News Service invites Clubs and individuals to contribute news re- 
garding Amateur Radio. UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE PLEASE SEND ALL 
NEWS ITEMS ONLY TO gth@freemail.absa.co.za. It will be highly appreci- 
ated if it is done in Afrikaans as well as English and sent as early in the week 
as possible. 


Also join us in the following activities: The President’s Net on Sundays 12:00 
on 7082 kHz; Amateur Radio Mirror International Sundays at 10:00 on 9750 
and 21560 kHz which is repeated Mondays at 20:00 on 3215 kHz. 


We thank all contributors, individuals, clubs and other organisations for contri- 
butions to this bulletin and all stations who so reliably relay the bulletins. 


This bulletin was compiled by George, ZS6NE, and read by..........from ... .. 
You have been listening to ZS6SRL. 
This bulletin now ends and Sarlnews wishes you a pleasant week. 


Goodbye to all. /EX 


